THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

"they are located with great care,  and faithfully
dealt with when found.
The Nature of Military Objectives
Military objectives are of many kinds. They in-
clude, besides the personnel and materiel of the armed
forces and the barracks, depots, air bases, etc., in
which these are housed or held, all the factories,
workshops and establishments in which armaments
are produced, repaired or stored. They embrace
also the various means of transportation of the
armed forces and their equipment, whether these
be fixed, such as railways, strategic roads, bridges,
canals, docks, etc., or mobile, such as rolling stock,
ships at quaysides, barges designed for troop move-
ments, etc. The plants which produce and process
the liquid fuel, steel and metal alloys which are
vitally important constituents of. a nation's war
effort today are naturally high in the list of military
objectives. 'The destruction of the enemy's war
potential' was the definition of the primary task of
the Royal Air Force given by Lord Snell, replying
for the Government to a motion by Lord Trenchard,
in the House of Lords on October 16.
As already stated, all the military objectives that
might conceivably be attacked cannot be attacked;
as M, Rougeron showed before the war, no air force
can ever be so strong that the whole field could be
covered. There must be some selection. On what
basis should it be made? The answer is that this
depends upon the circumstances in which the ques-
tion is posed. The most profitable targets will some-